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Dear President von der Leyen, 
 
I am writing on behalf of Cerame-Unie, the European Ceramic Industry Association, regarding the severe 
challenges facing our sector and the urgent need for a short-term review of the EU ETS Directive (2026-2030) 
within the forthcoming Environmental Omnibus. This review is essential to simplify the ETS for small 
emitters and prevent further carbon cost increases during the current energy and industrial crisis, ensuring 
our industry can continue its transition towards climate neutrality by 2050, while maintaining its 
competitiveness, as outlined in the Ceramic Roadmap to 2050. 
 
The European ceramic industry provides 200,000 direct jobs across Europe but is severely impacted by high 
energy and CO2 costs - natural gas prices remain double pre-crisis levels and CO2 prices more than four times 
higher than in 2020. Since 2021, ceramic manufacturing has declined by 30%, with direct employment falling by 
10% over the last ten years, placing our sector at a significant competitive disadvantage. 
 
Most of our industry consists of SMEs, and the planned -50% benchmark reduction under the EU ETS foreseen 
for most ceramic installations in 2026 will sharply increase compliance costs, which cannot be absorbed 
alongside essential decarbonisation investments, as key technologies are not yet viable at an industrial scale. 
 
Cerame-Unie welcomed the recent European Council conclusions stressing that “particular attention should 
be paid to traditional industries, notably the automotive, shipping, and aviation industries as well as energy-
intensive industries, such as steel and metals, chemicals, cement, glass and ceramics, and pulp and paper, so 
that they remain resilient and competitive in a global market and a challenging geopolitical environment”. 
 
Accordingly, we urgently request that the Environment Omnibus includes the following measures:  
 
1. Simplifications for small emitters: raise the threshold for opting into national equivalent measures from 

25,000 to 50,000 tCO2/year (while remaining subject to the ETS Directive) as foreseen under Art. 27 of the 
EU ETS Directive to reduce administrative burden without affecting decarbonisation goals. 

2. EU ETS Crisis Mechanism: provide temporary relief for sectors demonstrably affected by the crisis, 
through either a suspension of the EU allowances (EUA) surrendering obligation or of the free allocation 
decrease rate for sectors exposed to carbon leakage, allowing a revision of the benchmark system to reflect 
technological capabilities.  

Additionally, we reiterate the urgent call to include all ceramic industry sectors in the ETS State Aid Guidelines 
for indirect cost compensation, which is crucial to support decarbonisation investments and prevent carbon 
leakage.  
 
A short-term EU ETS review within the Environment Omnibus is the most effective measure to safeguard the 
competitiveness of the ceramic industry while continuing to advance the EU’s climate objectives. We remain 
ready to provide any further information and discuss these proposals in detail. 
 
Best regards, 

 



 
Signing on Behalf of: 

 
  

Tiles and Bricks Europe European Ceramic Tile Manufacturers Federation 

  

European Federation of Ceramic Table- and 
Ornamentalware 

FECS - European Sanitaryware Producers Federation 
 

  

PRE - European Refractories Producers Federation EuTeCer - European Technical Ceramics Federation 
 

  

FEUGRES - European Federation of Clay Pipe 
Producers 

 

EXCA - European Expanded Clay Association 
 

 
Cerame-Unie members per country: 

 
Austria 
 
FACHVERBAND BERGBAU-STAHL 
Austrian Mining and Steel Association 
 
FACHVERBAND DER STEIN-UND 
KERAMISCHEN INDUSTRIE 
Austrian Association for Building Materials and 
Ceramic Industries 
 
VERBAND ÖSTERREICHISCHER ZIEGELWERKE 
Austrian brick and roof tiles association 
 
RHI Magnesita 
 
Belgium 
 
ASSOCIATION DES TUILIERS BELGES 
Koramic Roofing Products 
Roof Tiles Association Belgium 

 
France 
 
CONFEDERATION DES INDUSTRIES CERAMIQUES 
DE FRANCE 
 

• AFICS - Association française des industries 
de ceramique sanitaire 

 
• SNIFPR - Syndicat national des industries 

françaises de produits réfractaires 
 

• SICT - Syndicat des Industriels des 
Céramiques Techniques 

 
• CSCCF - Chambre syndicale du carreau 

ceramique de France 
 

• CPPPF - Chambre professionelle de la 
porcelaine, poterie, faïence 

 



 
FEDERATION BELGE DE LA BRIQUE     
Belgian Brick Association 
 
Ideal Standard International BVBA 
 
Bulgaria 
 
BULGARIAN CERAMISTS UNION 
 
"Khan Omurtag"JSC 
 
Techceramic 
 
Croatia 
 
WIENERBERGER ILOVAC 
 
 
Cyprus 
 
CYPRUS BRICK & TILE ASSOCIATION 
 
Czech Republic 
 
AČSVZ- ASSOCIATION OF THE CZECH AND SLOVAK 
REFRACTORIES PRODUCERS 
 
CSČM - CIHLÁŘSKÝ SVAZ ČECH MORAVY 
Brick Association of Bohemia and Moravia 
 
Denmark 
 
KALK-OG TEGLVAERKSFORENINGEN 
DANSKE TEGL 
Danish Brick and Roof Tile Association 
 
PRE NORDIC GROUP 
 
Estonia 
 
WIENERBERGER ESTONIA 
 
Finland 
 
PRE NORDIC GROUP 
 
FINNISH BRICK  
INDUSTRY ASSOCIAT. 
 
UK 
 
BRITISH CERAMIC CONFEDERATION (BCC) 
Represents: 
 

• British Refractories and Industrial Ceramics 
Association 

• Roof Tile Association (formerly Clay Roof 
Tile Council) 

FEDERATION FRANCAISE DES TUILES ET BRIQUES 
French Federation of Tiles and Bricks 
 
CALDERYS 
 
Germany 
 
BUNDESVERBAND DER DEUTSCHEN  
ZIEGELINDUSTRIE  e.V.         
Federal Association of the German Brick Industry 
 
FACHVERBAND SANITÄR-KERAMISCHE 
INDUSTRIE e.V. 
Trade Association for Ceramic Sanitaryware 
 
FACHVERBAND STEIN-ZEUGINDUSTRIE e.V.               
Trade Association of the Stoneware Industry 
 
INDUSTRIEVERBAND KERAMISCHE 
FLIESEN + PLATTEN e.V 
Industrial Association for Ceramic Tiles 
 
VERBAND DER DEUTSCHEN  
FEUERFEST-INDUSTRIE e.V. 
German Association of the Refractory Industry 
 
VERBAND DER KERAMISCHEN  
INDUSTRIE e.V. 
 

• Fachgruppe Geschirr- & Zierporzellan 
• Fachgruppe Technische Keramik 

 
Norway 
 
PRE NORDIC GROUP 
 
Poland 
 
PUC – POLISH CERAMIC UNION 
 
SPMO - STOWARZYSZENIE PRODUCENTÓW  
MATERIAŁÓW OGNIOTRWAŁYCH 
Refractory Producers Association 
 
ROCA 
 
GEBERIT KOLO 
 
Związek Pracodawców Ceramiki Budowlanej    
 
ZPS LUBIANA S.A. 
 
Portugal 
 
APICER 
ASSOCIAÇÃO PORTUGUESA DAS INSDÚSTRIAS DE 
CERÂMICA E CRISTALARIA 



 
• British Ceramic Gift and Tableware 

Manufacturers’ Association 
 
CLAY PIPE DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION LTD.  
 
THE BATHROOM MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
 
Greece 
 
ASSOCIATION GREEK HEAVY CLAY INDUSTRIES 
 
Hungary 
 
Magyar Kerámia Szövetség 
Hungarian Association of the Ceramic Industry 
Magyar Téglás Szövetség 
Hungarian Brick Association 
 
Italy 
 
ANDIL- ASSOLATERIZI 
ASSOCIAZIONE NAZIONALE DEGLI 
INDUSTRIALI DEI LATERIZI 
National Association of the Brick Industry 
 
CONFINDUSTRIA CERAMICA  
Italian Association of Ceramics 
 
Latvia 
 
LODE AS 
 
Netherlands 
 
KNB – Vereniging Koninklijke Nederlandse 
Bouwkeramiek 
Royal Dutch Construction Ceramics Association 
 
Sweden 
 
CC HÖGANÄS BYGGKERAMIK AB 
Building Ceramics 
 
PRE NORDIC GROUP 
 
GEBERIT IFO SANITAR AB 
 
WIENERBERGER SWEDEN 
Wienerberger AB  
 
Türkiye 
TURKISH CERAMICS FEDERATION  

 
 

Portuguese Association of the Ceramic Industry & 
Domestic Glass Industries 
 
Romania 
 
ROCA OBIECTE SANITARE SRL 

Wienerberger Romania 

STICEF  
The Employer's Organisation of the Glass and Fine 
Ceramic Industry  
 
APULUM SA  
 
Slovakia 
 
AČSVŽ - ASSOCIATION OF THE CZECH 
AND SLOVAK REFRACTORIES PRODUCERS 
 
Slovenia 
 
ZPOK g.i.z. 
Slovenian Refractory Producers Association 
 
Spain 
 
Asociacion Nacional de Fabricantes de Cerámica 
Sanitaria 
National Association for Manufacturers of 
Sanitaryware 
 
ANFACESA 
 
HYSPALIT 
Asociacion Española de Fabricantes de Ladrillos y 
Tejas de Arcilla Cocida 
Spanish Association for Manufacturers of Brick and 
Roof Tiles  
 
ANFRE 
Asociacion Nacional de Fabricantes de Refractarios 
National Association for Refractory Manufacturers 
 
ASCER 
Asociación Española de Fabricantes de Azulejos y 
Pavimentos Cerámicos 
Spanish Association for Manufacturers of Ceramic 
Tiles 
 
CerMer (Ceramic Packaging) 
 
Switzerland 
RBAND SCHWEIZERISCHE ZIEGELINDUSTRIE - VSZ 
Association of the Swiss Brick Industry 
 
KERAMIK HOLDING AG LAUFEN  

 


