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CET Congress highlights the need for fair competition and realistic ETS benchmarks, justifying a
reduction in carbon costs for the European ceramic tile manufacturing.

Executives from the European ceramic tile industry and national associations from across Europe gathered
for the 2026 Congress of the European Ceramic Tile Manufacturers’ Federation (CET), held in Milano
Marittima, Italy, from 4 to 6 June 2026.

On Friday 5 June, the CET General Assembly brought together CET members to discuss the latest
developments affecting the European ceramic tile industry, including the competitiveness of EU
manufacturing, climate and energy policy, regulatory challenges, market access and trade policy. PIMCO
(Allianz) complemented these discussions with a presentation on how geopolitical risks, credit concerns,
Al-driven disruption could affect financing and investment conditions for the sector.

The General Assembly was opened by CET President Graziano Verdi and was followed by a keynote
speech by MEP Elisabetta Gualmini, Chair of the European Policy Ceramics Forum (EPCF). MEP Gualmini
highlighted the recent and fundamental shift in the geopolitical context and addressed several topics of
direct relevance to the ceramic tile sector, including the Industrial Accelerator Act, the forthcoming review
of the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS), the ongoing update of the ETS benchmarks for the 2026-2030
period, the strengthening of EU Trade Defence Instruments, and the need for a new instrument to address
the effects of state induced overcapacities. These issues are particularly important given the EU ceramic
tiles’ increasing exposure to unfair imports, in particular from India.

The CET General Assembly also provided an opportunity to present updated CET statistics for 2025. The
2025 figures reflect the continued pressure on the competitiveness of EU ceramic tiles. EU production and
sales remained broadly stable, while EU exports stayed at a historically low level of 346 million m?,
compared with 347 million m? in 2024, and imports remained at the same level as in 2024. Despite being
subject to insufficiently high EU anti-dumping duties of 7.3% imposed in 2023, unfair imports originating in
India continued to increase, reaching 51.47 million m? in 2025, compared with 47.8 million m? in 2024.
This represents a total increase of 77% since 2022.

In a context of continuously rising regulatory costs, the EU ceramic tile industry is increasingly exposed to
unfair competition from imports originating in countries with lower environmental and social standards,
such as India.

The CET General Assembly placed particular emphasis on the detrimental impact of EU carbon costs. At
the time of the Congress, the European Commission was preparing to update the EU ETS benchmarks in a
way that would increase carbon costs for EU ceramic tiles by 34% as of 2026, based on a methodology
entirely disconnected from the reality of the EU ceramic tile sector in terms of CO, reductions and access to
decarbonisation technologies. The day before the CET Congress started, the Commission had just
presented, for the first time to a committee of Member State experts, an analysis showing that, when
applying a more accurate methodology — the so-called “sectoral fallback” approach — carbon costs for
ceramic tiles should be reduced by 12%, rather than increased by 34%. The CET General Assembly strongly
welcomed this analysis, which substantiates the industry’s long-standing claim that the methodology
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In this respect, CET calls on the European Commission to ensure that its ETS benchmarking review
proposal, now expected on 17 July, fully reflects the sub-sectoral fallback analysis for the ceramic tile
sector. This should result in a 12% increase in CO, allocations, rather than a 34% decrease, for the sector as
of 2026. Accordingly, CET President Graziano Verdi stated: “The EU ceramic tile industry is the most
sustainable in the world and is fully committed to decarbonisation. However, as evidenced by the
Commission’s own dataq, the sector does not currently have access to the technologies required to
replace natural gas. Imposing additional carbon costs on this industry would simply mean accepting the
loss of several thousand jobs, deterring the necessary investments in Europe and promoting imports with
a higher carbon footprint from countries such as India and China. It makes no sense.”

The CET General Assembly was followed on the same day by a well-attended seminar co-hosted by
world-leading machinery producer SACMI and Confindustria Ceramica on “European ceramics and the
challenges of global competition”. The data presented by SACMI clearly illustrated how China is investing
in production in third countries outside China, thereby exporting distortions and overcapacity globally,
including to countries able to export to the EU without being subject to anti-dumping duties. While existing
overcapacity in ceramic tiles in China represents 8.5 times the EU market, the presentation showed that
Chinese investments in ceramic tile production in third countries are now exporting the effects of state-
induced overcapacity across all continents. Chinese capacity outside China is estimated at 1.6 billion m?,
with already 400 million m? of overcapacity, representing close to half of EU consumption. These new
overcapacities are impacting EU ceramic tile producers and their value chains in all markets. The
presentation was followed by several industry interventions calling for stronger measures against unfair
trading practices, notably through the strengthening of EU Trade Defence Instruments and the creation of a
new instrument on overcapacity that would also be available to the ceramic sector.

The seminar was honoured by the presence and interventions of Mr Michele De Pascale, President of the
Emilia-Romagna Region, and Mr Vincenzo Colla, Vice-President and Councillor for Economic
Development and the Green Economy in the regional government of Emilia-Romagna.

CET warmly thanks Confindustria Ceramica for hosting a successful and well-attended 2026 Congress in
Milano Marittima, and for its excellent organisation and hospitality.

The 2026 CET Congress confirmed the importance of unity and cooperation across the European ceramic
tile industry. In the months ahead, and in particular in relation to the ETS review and the review of the ETS
benchmark update methodology, CET will continue working with its members to advocate for EU policies
that support industrial competitiveness, sustainable construction, innovation, fair competition, and the
long-term future of ceramic tile manufacturing in Europe.

The 2027 CET Congress will take place from 17 to 19 June in Portugal.
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