
   

 

 

 

 

   

The European ceramic industry covers a wide range of products including abrasives, bricks & roof tiles, clay pipes, 
wall & floor tiles, refractories, sanitaryware, table- & ornamentalware, technical ceramics, expanded clay and 

flower pots. The industry generates over 200,000 direct jobs and a production value of €31 billion in the EU. 
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PRESS RELEASE 

Imposition of anti-circumvention measures on imports of ceramic tableware and 
kitchenware from China  
 
12 December 2019, Brussels – the European Federation of Ceramic Table and Ornamental ware (FEPF) 
welcomes the adoption of Regulation (EU) 2019/2131 amending Implementing Regulation (EU) 
2019/1198 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of ceramic tableware & kitchenware 
from China. The anti-circumvention investigation unveiled a clear risk of continuation and risk of 
recurrence of injurious dumping and found persisting and significant distortions in the Chinese market 
in this sector by illegal channelling practices of certain Chinese exporters of tableware & kitchenware. 
  
With the ongoing efforts to level the playing field for European ceramic tableware and kitchenware 
producers, today marks one success of the Commission’s investigation “ex-officio” on the topic. 
Throughout the investigation, 50 Chinese ceramic tableware and kitchenware companies were 
examined. The Commission concluded that the definitive anti-dumping duty imposed on imports of 
ceramic tableware & kitchenware from China has been circumvented through channelling practices via 
certain Chinese exporting producers subject to a lower duty. In the attached final publication, the 
Commission found that 30 out of the 50 exporting producers were involved in these channelling 
practices which represent 16% of the total import volumes into the Union during this reporting period. 
  
As a result, a residual anti-dumping duty will be imposed on the Chinese companies engaged in such 
evasion practices. The amount of anti-dumping duties to be retroactively collected will be the 
difference between the residual duty of 36,1% and the amount that companies paid when the anti-
circumvention investigation and the initiating Regulation went into force on 23 March 2019.  
 
In the Commission’s investigation they confirmed dumping from the following data, inter alia: 

• Union consumption amounted to 634.255 tonnes during the expiry review investigation period 
(1 April 2017 to 31 March 2018). 

• Market share of the imports of the 30 Chinese exporting producers engaged in evasion practices 
amounted to 63.227 tonnes in 2018 (around 10% of the total Union market). 

• CIF prices of the 30 producers were well below the average cost of production of the Union 
industry, thus these circumventing imports were undermining the remedial effects of the duty 
in terms of prices. 

To avoid any future circumvention practices of anti-dumping measures on table & kitchenware, the 
Commission will continue to monitor trade at customs and will require a series of documents that EU 
Members will collect at customs. The importers will now be obligated to provide at least one of the 
following two documents to the customs authorities of the Member States: 1) The commercial invoice 

mailto:sec@cerameunie.eu
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2019:321:FULL&from=EN


2 

Cerame-Unie   12 December 2019 

(from the trader to the customer within the EU and/or 2) A declaration on the letterhead of the Chinese 
manufacturing producer, signed by an official of the entity producing the product concerned and issuing 
the invoice for this transaction to the trader. FEPF and its members will be in close contact with Member 
States to take all means available to ensure a strong enforcement of anti-circumvention measures at 
national level. 
 
FEPF salutes the newly published anti-circumvention of anti-dumping measures on China. As FEPF 
President Roberto Sala states– “In the context of ongoing unfair trade practices, including persistent 
dumping and unfair trade practices such as the proven circumvention of EU anti-dumping measures, 
today’s decision is a prosperous sign for the Union industry, which is exposed to a continued threat of 
injurious dumping from China. Our industry must continue to be protected as it provides over 26,000 
high-quality and skilled direct jobs in the EU and keeps the manufacturing and investments within the 
EU.” 
 


